
chevron and richmond: 
a century of partnership        

By John Harper                    

For the past 116 years, our refinery has
fostered a strong relationship with the 
City of Richmond. 

Built on a peninsula of low hills rising from
San Francisco Bay, the Richmond Refinery

became the West Coast’s largest and most advanced plant
upon its completion in July 1902. And its presence helped
to transform the small community of Richmond. The two
grew up together and have shared a common history.  

For the past century, Chevron has been part of
Richmond’s social and economic fabric – through two
world wars, the Great Depression and natural disasters
such as the 1906 San Francisco earthquake. 

Throughout the years, we have made lasting
contributions to help meet the community’s needs
through our social investment programs which today
include support for educational and training programs
that prepare young people for the demands of a
changing workplace.  

The refinery has also made great strides in maintaining
high standards of health, safety and environmental
protection for our refinery and the community. We
recognize the essential need to maintain our place as a
unique facility in a special location.
John Harper is the Chevron Historian

Chevron y Richmond: 
una sociedad de un siglo        
Por John Harper                    

Durante los últimos 116 años, nuestra refinería ha cultivado 
una buena relación con la Ciudad de Richmond. 

Al término de su construcción en julio de 1902 en una
península de cerros no muy altos que se elevan de la Bahía 
de San Francisco, la Refinería de Richmond se convirtió en 
la planta más grande y más moderna de la Costa Oeste. Y su
presencia ayudó a transformar la pequeña comunidad de
Richmond. Las dos crecieron juntas y han compartido una
historia común.  

Durante el pasado siglo, Chevron ha sido parte del tejido social
y económico de Richmond: han sido testigos de dos guerras
mundiales, de la Gran Depresión y de desastres naturales
como el terremoto de San Francisco de 1906. 

A través de los años hemos hecho contribuciones duraderas
para ayudar a satisfacer las necesidades de la comunidad
mediante nuestros programas de inversión en el ámbito social,
que actualmente incluyen el apoyo a programas educativos y
de capacitación que preparan a los jóvenes para las demandas
del cambiante mundo del trabajo.  

La Refinería también ha dado grandes pasos para mantener
altos niveles de salud, seguridad y protección del medio
ambiente para nuestra refinería y la comunidad. Reconocemos
la necesidad primordial de mantener nuestro lugar como unas
instalaciones únicas en una ubicación especial.
John Harper es el historiador de Chevron
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spotlight
community centers
For many young people and seniors living in Richmond, the
City’s community and recreation centers are vital life-lines,
providing year-round programming and support services.
During the summer months, the City partners with the 
West Contra Costa Unified School District and the Ed Fund 
to run an eight-week, academic-focused camp for kids aged
6-12. After-school programs take place at selected centers
throughout the academic year. Seniors can keep the mind and
body fresh through a variety of programs ranging from line
dance to art classes. Chevron is providing funding for repairs
to several of the centers, which will ensure they are able to
continue serving the community members for years to come. 

spotlight
richmond promise 
Chevron is investing $35 million over 10 years 
in partnership with the City of Richmond in
scholarship programs through the Richmond
Promise, which is making college more
affordable and attainable for local students.
The program provides up to $6,000 over four
years to every student who graduates from
Richmond high schools. In addition to the
financial support, the Richmond Promise also
provides mentoring and other supportive
services to ensure students not only make it 
to college but also thrive and graduate. 

a century of
partnership 

For more than a century, Chevron and
the City of Richmond have shared a

proud heritage. By working together,
we can create new opportunities 

for residents and help the community
reach its greatest potential.

1902
Richmond
Refinery
established

1994
Richmond
Parkway
completed

1919
Onsite
research
facility opens
to support
Richmond
Refinery
operations

mid-
1970s
Development
begins for
Marina Bay
neighborhood

late
1980s
New home
construction in
El Sobrante,
Hilltop,
Brickyard Cove
and Marina Bay
fuels
population
growth

1941-1945
Richmond Powers the War Effort
Richmond plays a critical role in winning WWII.
People from all across America flock to
Richmond to work in the Kaiser Shipyards.
The Richmond Refinery supplies the energy
products needed to fuel the war effort and
develops fuels for military planes and ships.  

2013
Richmond
Community Air
Monitoring
Program begins
real-time tracking
of air quality

1927
Charles
Lindberg uses
Red Crown to
fuel the first
solo trans-
Atlantic flight

1979
Techron®,
Chevron's
revolutionary
fuel additive, 
is invented at
the Richmond
Technology
Center

2018
MCE Clean
Energy Solar 
One, a solar farm
that can power
3,900 homes a
year, goes online
on land located 
at the Richmond
Refinery 

1905
City of
Richmond
incorporated

1931
Ford Motor
Assembly Plant
(today the
Craneway)
opens

“
The worst effects
of the stagnant

economy were certainly
blunted by the ability
of Richmond’s
businesses to keep
their factories running
and their employees
working.”
—Richmond Historian Donald
Bastian author of “Images of
America: Richmond,” writing
about Standard Oil Company
(along with other industries)
efforts during the Great
Depression.

1949
Richmond
Memorial
Auditorium
and
Convention
Center Opens

1976
Hilltop Mall
Opens

1991
Completion of
the new Knox
Freeway
(Interstate
580)

2009
Richmond's 
Art Deco Civic
Center reopens
after multi-year
restoration

2016
First class of
265 graduating
seniors receive
Richmond
Promise
scholarships

2014
City Council
approved Refinery
Modernization
Project, including
$90 million
Environmental
and Community
Investment
Agreement (ECIA)

benefits to the community
Chevron is providing funding for the City to make improvements to public facilities, including senior and community

centers and to provide new equipment for the Richmond police and fire departments. Highlights include:  

Richmond Police
Department
27 new 
vehicles

Richmond Fire
Department
2 pumper 
trucks and 
1 fire truck

Richmond
Senior Center

Roof
replacements

Civic 
Auditorium
Electrical and
switch board
upgrades

Nevin & Shields Reid
Community Centers

HVAC system 
upgrades 

Community
Services

Replace computers 
at various community

centers Photo by Sara Sandhu

Photo by Don Gosney



 Q&A
a conversation with
Hector Infante, New Public Affairs Manager

QHow long have you worked for Chevron?   
I have worked for Chevron for 26 years in Marketing and in the Policy, Government and Public Affairs department. 

I’m fortunate to work for a global company that offers good opportunities to its employees. In 2002, my family and I moved
from El Salvador to the U.S. to work in Chevron’s Miami office. The focus of my work was our operations in Latin America
and the Caribbean. In 2012, we moved to southern California and I became the Public Affairs and Government Affairs
Manager for Orange County, San Diego County, Arizona and Nevada. I was also the Public Affairs Manager for the
marketing operations that Chevron recently started in Mexico. I am now very excited for my new role as the Public Affairs
Manager for Chevron in Richmond. 

QTell us about your background? Where did you grow up? 
I was born and raised in San Salvador, El Salvador. My father was from El Salvador and my mother is from Madrid,

Spain. I went to college and joined Chevron in El Salvador and a few years later, I moved with the company to the U.S.

QWhat do you like best about working for Chevron? 
Chevron has such a unique and strong culture which promotes diversity and inclusion. Even though it’s a large, global

company, those of us who work here feel connected through our shared values and pride in the work we do. Like any other
job, there are difficult days but what keeps me motivated is knowing that I’m part of a company that not only helps provide
the energy products we all need, but also cares about the environment and the communities where it operates. 

QHow do you want to approach this new role?
First and foremost, I want to learn more about Richmond and the diversity of the Richmond community. This includes

learning from my new colleagues and team members about what it means to be a part of this community. As the new
Public Affairs Manager, I plan to explore new ways for Chevron and the City of Richmond, and the community, to work
together. I will continue to uphold the high standards you expect of Chevron.

QWhat are you most looking forward to about this new role? 
Chevron and Richmond have a long history together and I’m excited to be a part of the future that our company 

and the City will continue building together. Since the scope of my role is managing the Policy, Government and Public
Affairs function for the Richmond Refinery, I have the unique privilege of working with people both inside and outside the
Refinery. I’m looking forward to creating more connections between our employees and the community we all share. 

QDo you view relationships as an important part of your job? 
Throughout my career, building collaborative and positive relationships has been paramount. I’ve worked with

communities on both the East and West Coasts, as well as in Latin America and the Caribbean, and I have managed to build
strong and successful partnerships with local organizations, nonprofits and government agencies. Building partnerships is
one of Chevron’s foundational values: because we are most successful when our partners and the community succeed with us.

QWhat’s your first impression of Richmond? 
To me, Richmond seems to be a mix of many diverse and unique neighborhoods, with a great history, and it is also a

fast-growing and vibrant city. I can tell that the people in Richmond are very proud of the history of the city, as well as its
incredibly diverse community. I appreciate seeing so many cultures represented here – from the food to the community
events and festivals. There is so much to be proud of and to respect. I'm excited to learn more about Richmond and become
part of this special community. 



community corner

richmond museum of history         
By Melinda McCrary                   

I started working at the Richmond Museum of History in 2012 as an intern – 
I was getting my master's degree in museum studies and knew I wanted to work
at this museum full-time because Richmond is my home. After completing my
internship, I began to take on varying roles until I reached my current position as
Executive Director. I do a little bit of everything at the Museum – from curating
exhibits to fundraising and outreach. This is an exciting time for the Museum. For
the first time, we’re reaching out to the community to hear what they want to
learn about. We want the community to be involved in learning and curating their own history. This is a museum for the
community about the community – we’re passionate about cultivating content that is accurate, representative, and
compassionate. Community partnership and education is our top priority and with funding from our partners, like the
Environmental and Community Investment Agreement (ECIA) grant from Chevron Richmond, we are able to reach people
who have never been to the Museum, including our first school-focused program which reached 1,000 students. There are a
lot of negative perceptions of Richmond, but there is a lot of history to be proud of. Give me 45 minutes and I can change
your mind about Richmond. Come visit us at the Museum and see for yourself. 

Melinda McCrary is the Executive Director of the Richmond Museum of History

Museo de Historia de Richmond         
Por Melinda McCrary                   

Empecé a trabajar en el Museo de Historia de Richmond en 2012 como pasante. Estaba estudiando mi maestría en
museología y sabía que quería trabajar de tiempo completo en este museo, porque Richmond es mi hogar. Después de
completar mi trabajo como pasante, empecé a trabajar en diferentes funciones hasta que llegué a mi puesto actual de
directora ejecutiva. Hago un poco de todo en el Museo: desde curaduría de exhibiciones, hasta recaudación de fondos y
difusión. Este es un momento interesante para el Museo. Por primera vez nos estamos acercando a la comunidad para
escuchar lo que le gustaría aprender. Queremos que la comunidad participe en el aprendizaje y la curaduría de su propia
historia. Este es un museo para la comunidad y acerca de la comunidad. Nos apasiona cultivar contenido que sea preciso,
representativo y compasivo. La asociación y educación de la comunidad es nuestra principal prioridad y con los fondos de
nuestros socios, como el subsidio ECIA de Chevron Richmond, podemos acercarnos a la gente que nunca ha estado en el
Museo; así es como hemos creado nuestro primer programa enfocado en escuelas, el cual incluyó a mil estudiantes. Hay
muchas percepciones negativas de Richmond, pero hay mucha historia de la que nos podemos enorgullecer. Deme 45
minutos y puedo cambiar su opinión acerca de Richmond. Visítenos en el Museo para comprobarlo usted mismo.  

Melinda McCrary es la directora ejecutiva del Museo de Historia de Richmond.

Chevron Richmond
841 Chevron Way
Richmond, CA 94801

for more information
Email richmondrefineryinfo@chevron.com 
or call 510-242-2000. For noise and odor
complaints, please contact 510-242-2127.

para más información 
Email a richmondrefineryinfo@chevron.com
o llamando al número 510-242-2000. Para
quejas relacionadas con ruidos y olores, por
favor llame al número 510-242-2127.


